John and Mildred Peluso
Italian-American Scholarship

and Taylor Counties

ABOUT THE FUND

The John and Mildred Peluso Italian-American Scholarship was
established at YCF in 2025 by Billy Atkins and Dr. Carolyn Peluso
Atkins, Professor Emerita at West Virginia University. The scholarship
honors Dr. Atkins’ parents, John and Mildred Peluso.

John and Mildred were exceptionally proud of their Italian heritage, and
they were very involved with the Order of Sons and Daughters of Italy in
America. To continue their legacy, Dr. Atkins created this scholarship to
support students who demonstrate both scholastic merit and a similar

pride in their Italian heritage.

ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES

The John and Mildred Peluso Italian-American Scholarship is awarded annually to a West Virginia resident of
Italian descent enrolled full-time in an undergraduate program at West Virginia University in Morgantown, WV.
Incoming freshmen will receive priority in the evaluation of applications.

The student must demonstrate pride in their Italian-American heritage, leadership qualities, solid academic
achievement (minimum overall GPA of 3.0), a commitment to service, and a strong work ethic. Scholarship
recipients are not eligible to reapply as this is a one-time award.

To apply, please visit www.ycfwv.org/scholarships/

HOW CAN | DONATE?

The endowment fund is managed by Your Community Foundation of North Central West Virginia, Inc. (YCF).
YCF is a qualified 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization eligible to receive donations.

Any individual, organization, or business can make a tax-deductible contribution to the fund. Donations are
accepted in the form of checks, credit cards, stocks and through bequests. To donate online, click on the “Donate”
link on the YCF website, www.ycfwv.org. You may enter a name of a specific fund during the checkout process.
Alternatively, donations by check may be made payable to "YCF" and mailed to the address below. Checks
should include the name of the fund in the memo line.

For more information, call 304-296-3433 or email info@ycfwv.org.
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