Harrisan, Marion, WV N I CA F u n d

Monongalia, Preston
and Taylor Counties

ABOUT THE FUND

The WV NICA Fund was established in 2025 by Steve and Dana Soper, and also
Stephen C. ”Doc” and Carla Worden. The fund honors Cassie Smith, a three-time
national mountain biking champ, and Stephen “Doc” Worden for their dedication to
West Virginia's youth.

WYV NICA, known as West Virginia Interscholastic Cycling League (WVICL), has a
mission to build strong minds, bodies, character, and communities in the state of
West Virginia through cycling. Founded in 2016 by Cassie Smith, the league has
grown under her leadership into a statewide organization, benefiting countless kids
and families. From the humble beginnings of 130 registered student-athletes in 2018
to nearly 450 in 2025, WV NICA continues to work toward the vision of empowering
every youth to be part of a thriving and engaged cycling community.

During the process of establishing the league, Cassie asked “Doc” Worden to assist
her in developing an initial budget for the bid to be presented to NICA National, a
requirement to become an official league. That initial yes from “Doc” led to many
other volunteer positions, including league treasurer for the past nine years. By
establishing an endowment fund for student-athlete scholarships, the hard work and
dedication of Cassie Smith, “Doc” Worden, and the WV League staff will continue to %
benefit West Virginia’s youth.

“Being a part of WV NICA has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life.
As an avid cyclist myself, it has been a true pleasure contributing to the growth of the
sport in West Virginia. Witnessing other families, and especially the kids, discover
their love for mountain biking has been an unbelievable and deeply fulfilling

experience.” — Cassie Smith

Distributions from the WV NICA Fund will be made annually to support scholarships for student-athletes in grades 6-12, and will be
awarded by the current WV NICA league director. If WV NICA ceases to exist, the annual distributions will support West Virginia
501(c)(3) trail organizations for mountain bike trail maintenance and/or the purchase of tools. Organizations that promote equestrian,

water, or motorized trails are not eligible for the annual awards.

HOW CAN | DONATE?
The endowment fund is managed by Your Community Foundation of North Central West Virginia, Inc. (YCF). YCF is a qualified
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization eligible to receive donations.

Any individual, organization, or business can make a tax-deductible contribution to the fund. Donations are accepted in the form of
checks, credit cards, stocks, and through bequests. To donate online, click on the “Donate” link on the YCF website, www.ycfwv.org.
You may enter the name of a specific fund during the checkout process. Alternatively, donations by check may be made payable to
"YCF" and mailed to the address below. Checks should include the name of the fund (WV NICA) in the memo line.

For more information, call 304-296-3433 or email info@ycfwv.org.
.|
Your Community Foundation of North Central West Virginia, Inc.
P.O. Box 409, Morgantown, WV 26507
www.ycfwv.org
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